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saying: "Will those who agree with our lords and
masters of Berne remain in their places ? Will those
who are of a contrary opinion go to the side?"
The result of the vote was communicated to the
government by the delegate, or by a letter from
the president of the commune. When Berne did
not think it advisable to send out members of her
government as delegates, she issued a circular letter
to the presidents of the communes, in which the object
of the referendum was indicated. The communes
were allowed a specified time in which to consider
their answers. Each president then assembled the
electors and directed the discussion on the matter.
After the debates he drew up a report of the meet-
ing, signed it and sealed it, and sent it to the Council
at Berne.

Then these reports were sorted according to their
contents into two groups, those for and those against
the project of the government. Each commune, what-
ever its population, possessed one vote, and an absolute
majority of the communes decided the question.

The practice of thus consulting the people fell
into disuse in the seventeenth century. The Bernese
patrician families, who had organised themselves into
a powerful and exclusive oligarchy, would not, from
that time onwards, allow the inhabitants of the coun-
try districts to have any controlling voice. However,
on two occasions the rural inhabitants succeeded in
treating on equal terms with their lords of the city.
In 1513 the government was obliged to promise not
to contract any alliance without the consent of the
people, and in 1531 it undertook not to go to war
unless the people had previously given their assent.